Magical(?) gem: Scorpion with human head holding snakes
(A) characteres (B)
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scorpion, human-headed;
Iconography

snakes (2); crown, Isis-

A: Human-headed scorpion-figure standing on thin insect legs, and holding onto two snakes coiling
vertically upwards, tails touching, heads turned outwards. The scorpion figure’s probably female
head is crowned with the cow’s horns and the solar disk (Isis-crown).

B. Three letters or characteres (probably post-antique).

According to S. Michel, the representation on the obverse is probably influenced by the Egyptian
hieroglyph for Qjs (man holding necks of animals), but is also connected with the figure of the
scorpion goddess, Selket (goddess with a scorpion on her head or scorpion with the head and arms
of a woman), while recalling the decans list of Hermes Trismegistos (second decan of Scorpion).
See below.
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